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May God bless this House of Rep-
resentatives and may God bless the
United States of America.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GENE
GREEN) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING RABBI HERSHEL
LUTCH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. EMMER) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize my friend, Rabbi Hershel
Lutch, and to thank him for reading
the opening prayer here on the House
floor today.

Rabbi Lutch has devoted his life to
working for the Jewish community in
the United States and around the
globe.

I met Rabbi Lutch on a trip to Israel
that he and his organization, Aish
HaTorah, helped to coordinate. That
special trip showed me firsthand how
our ally in Israel fights to survive and
thrive every day.

In addition to his work for Aish
HaTorah, Rabbi Lutch is the CEO of
the MEOR Foundation, an organization
that strives to inspire Jewish students
on college campuses to learn more
about their history and heritage.

In his personal life, Rabbi Lutch is a
husband and a father and a son. He is
an asset to his community and our
country, and I am pleased we could
hear from him on the floor today.

Thank you, Rabbi, for blessing us
here today and for your continued dedi-
cation to the Jewish people and to peo-
ple of all faiths. It is an honor to know
you.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

———
HONORING ELSIE FIGUEROA
JOHNSON

(Mr. HOLDING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Elsie John-
son, who passed away last week at her
Raleigh home.

Elsie was born in Puerto Rico to Gil-
bert and Maria Figueroa, and it was
there during World War II that she met
her husband, Carl Johnson, a North
Carolinian and a U.S. Navy sailor sta-
tioned at Roosevelt Roads Naval Base.

Elsie and Carl lived the American
Dream. Together, they started a small
business, a motor shop, which grew
into a franchise automobile dealership
in New Bern, North Carolina, and,
under the leadership of their son,
David, now spans dealerships from
Maryland to Florida. David learned
from his parents the value of hard
work and excellent customer service.

Elsie was a woman of incredible faith
in God. She was strong, wise, and hon-
est. Mr. Speaker, she made a difference
and she leaves a legacy.

May God bless her family.

————

NATIONAL ASKING SAVES KIDS
DAY

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, today,
June 21, is National Asking Saves Kids
Day, or ASK Day.

Every 6 days in our country, a child
under the age of 15 dies from an acci-
dental gunshot. Each year, more than
600 children sustain nonfatal injuries
from an unintentional gunshot, and 80
percent of all unintentional firearm
deaths of children under the age of 15
occur in a home. This is a national cri-
sis, and we need to stop it.

Since 2000, the ASK Campaign has
encouraged parents to ask before their
child visits another home whether
there is an unlocked gun in the House.

Today is the first day of summer, the
season when kids spend more time at a
friend’s house, so later today I will be
introducing a resolution to officially
designate June 21 as National ASK
Day, to promote children’s health and
gun safety.

This is not a Democratic issue or a
Republican issue. This is an issue im-
portant to every family all across our
country. Let’s get the job done and do
something that will save the lives of
children all across our country. Just
ask.

——————

NATIONAL POLLINATOR WEEK

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, this week is National Pol-
linator Week, and it is a time when we
encourage the protection of pollinator
species, such as honeybees, native bees,
birds, bats, and butterflies as essential
partners of farmers and ranchers in
producing food.
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These pollinators are vital to keeping
items like fruits, nuts, and vegetables
in our diets.

As vice chairman of the House Agri-
culture Committee and chairman of
the Nutrition Subcommittee, I know
that healthy pollinator populations are
critical to the continued economic
well-being of rural America and our
U.S. economy as a whole.

It is important to recognize how crit-
ical it is to protect the health of polli-
nators and celebrate the significance
that they play in our everyday lives.

The number of honeybee hives has
declined from 6 million in the 1940s to
about 2.5 million today. We need to in-
crease those habitats.

American farmers have no better
friends than the honeybee. More than
one-third of U.S. crops require polli-
nation.

As someone who has a beehive in his
backyard, I fully support efforts to
raise awareness and keep our polli-
nators buzzing for generations to come.

SENATE REPUBLICANS ARE
CRAFTING THEIR HEALTHCARE
BILL IN SECRET

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, Senate
Republicans are continuing to craft
their healthcare bill, TrumpCare, in
complete secrecy, behind closed doors,
no hearings, no bill text, no trans-
parency whatsoever, and they expect to
bring this bill to the floor next week.

The bill is secret, but it is pretty
clear why they are keeping this legisla-
tion secret: because it is a lousy piece
of legislation and the American people
reject it Dbecause it takes away
healthcare from 23 million Americans.
For those who are fortunate enough to
have healthcare, they will pay more for
worse care. You will pay an age tax if
you are an older American just to have
access to healthcare.

Even President Donald Trump says
this healthcare bill is mean. And let’s
just face the obvious. If Donald Trump
says something is mean, you have got
a real problem.

This legislation should go through
the process of open debate and dia-
logue, not be crafted in secret because
it is such a bad piece of legislation that
the people offering it are embarrassed
for the folks in America to know what
it says. We have to shut this down.

———

HONORING SAILORS LOST AT SEA

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the USS Fitzgerald collided
with a cargo vessel in the Sea of Japan
on Saturday, resulting in the loss of
life of seven patriotic sailors. Each of
the deceased sailors was dedicated in
the service to their Nation and exem-
plified the U.S. Navy’s motto, ‘“Not for
self but for country.”
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